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Forum Focus 

Pharma Marketing Roundtable 
For Members ONLY! 
By John Mack 

The Pharma Marketing Network Roundtable (PMN 
Roundtable) started as a series of periodic 
teleconference calls in which a few experts were 
invited to participate (see here for more 
information). Each call focused on specific topic 
(see past topics here). 

The PMN Roundtable hasn’t met by phone for 
some time. Primarily, that’s because of (1) the 
expense, and (2) the difficulty of scheduling a 
quorum for a realtime discussion. 

Enter the Internet and the Forums at Pharma 
Marketing Network! 

Both of these problems were overcome by shifting 
the discussion online to a special Web-based 
Pharma Marketing Roundtable Forum. Just like the 
previous incarnation of the Roundtable, this forum 
will host discussions for members only.  

The Roundtable will focus on a number of issues 
including: 

• Physician Education (CME) 
• Physician Marketing & Promotion 
• Key Opinion Leader Management/Medical 

Science Liaison 
• Sales Force Effectiveness 
• Direct-to-Consumer (DTC) Advertising & 

Marketing 
• Patient Compliance Marketing & Education 
• Patient Education 
• Market Research 
• Customer Relationship Management 

(CRM) 
• Brand Marketing 
• Relationship Marketing 
• eMarketing and ePromotion 
• Regulatory Compliance 
• Strategic Marketing & Planning  

Currently, over 80 experts have been invited to 
participate in Roundtable discussions. You can 
also be invited. Simply fill out the online application 
or follow the directions below. 

What’s in it for You? 
Aside from participating in an exciting and 
educational exchange of ideas, you benefit by: 

1. joining an exclusive network of pharma 
marketing professionals that may help you 
find business opportunities, and 

2. possibly being quoted in follow-up Pharma 
Marketing News articles, which can give you 
more exposure and credibility in the field. 

Who Should Apply 
Applicants are chosen for Roundtable membership 
based on their expertise, relevant background, and 
willingness to abide by the following rules: 

• You must identify who you are when applying 
for membership. This information is used only 
to contact you to verify your application, to 
send you the Forum password, and to seek 
permission to quote you by name in future 
articles that summarize Roundtable dis-
cussions (if necessary). 

• You can remain anonymous when you post a 
response, but it is preferred that you identify 
yourself and let other Roundtable members 
review your credentials. The Roundtable is 
about networking as well as carrying on a high-
level conversation. 

How to Apply 
To participate in the Roundtable Forum forum, you 
must follow these two steps: 

STEP 1: Register as a member of the Pharma 
Marketing Network Forums. If you are already a 
registered member, go to STEP 2. To register, 
access the Forums Web site at 
www.forums.pharma-mkting.com. Click on the 
“Register” link in the gray navigation bar and follow 
the instructions. You may use a pseudonym as a 
username, but you will have to supply your real 
name and email address as part of the Roundtable 
registration process. When you set up your user 
profile (click on “User CP” in the navbar), you may 
choose to allow other users to download a vCard 
containing your email address or you may keep 
this confidential. Your user profile is your gateway 
to networking with other members. 

Continues…
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NOTE: As a registered member of Pharma 
Marketing Network Forums, you can participate in 
ALL the public forums available, communicate with 
other registered members to share marketing 
expertise, ask questions, seek marketing 
resources, and discuss pharmaceutical marketing 
issues with your peers in the industry. The 
Roundtable Forum, however, is open only to 
invited quests. 

STEP 2: Request to join the Roundtable Members 
Discussion Group. As a registered Forums 
Member, you have the option to join special 
discussion groups, including the Roundtable. 
Access your user profile Control Panel by clicking 
on “CP” in the gray nav bar. Under “Miscellaneous” 
in the lefthand column, click on “Group 
Memberships” and select the Roundtable Members 
Group invitation to join. You can include a short 
note about your reason for the request. The Group 
Leader will process your request and get back to 
you with further instructions. 

How It Works 
Once your request to join the Roundtable is 
accepted, you will receive a password that allows 
you to actually access the Roundtable Forum and 
post messages as part of the discussion.  

As with all Pharma Marketing Network forums, you 
may “Subscribe” to the Roundtable Forum so that 
you can get immediate, daily or weekly email 
notices to keep up with discussion topics and 
replies from members. 

A Trusted Community 
Once inside the Roundtable Forum, you are free to 
start a discussion thread on any relevant topic or to 
post replies in discussion threads started by the 
Group Leader. All threads are subject to approval 
by the Group Leader before they are posted to the 
Forum. 

Threads and posts made to the Roundtable Forum 
are visible ONLY to Roundtable members who 
have used the password to access the Forum. To 
the ordinary Pharma Marketing Forums guest or 
registered member, the Roundtable Forum looks 
empty as if nothing is posted there. This allows 
Roundtable members to build their own trusted 
community and feel free to post their opinions 
without making them public. 

It is expected that all Roundtable members respect 
the privacy of other members and NOT copy or 
reproduce posts made by other members without 
their express permission. Since the Roundtable 
Forum is provided as a FREE service by Pharma 
Marketing Network/News, it would not be 

appropriate, in any case, to copy posts for 
publication in competing publications without 
permission from the Group Leader. 

Discussions May Be Summarized in Pharma 
Marketing News 
Occasionally, Roundtable discussions may be 
reviewed in Pharma Marketing News (see 
“Congress vs. Pharma: Trouble Ahead?”, for 
example). In those cases, the editor will seek 
permission to include Roundtable members’ 
comments in the article and allow members to 
review the article prior to publication. If a member 
is quoted in an article, proper attribution is given 
and, with permission, the member’s contact 
information (email address and phone number) 
may be included in a special “Experts Consulted” 
list (see page 26). 

The Roundtable Forum is just one way that you 
can benefit from the Forums at Pharma Marketing 
Network. In future issues of Pharma Marketing 
News, we will discuss other options for networking 
and engaging your colleagues via the Forums 
professional network.  
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